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WRITING A WILL 

 

Many people in this country do not write a Will yet it is really important to make a Will to 

ensure that family and friends you want to inherit your ‘estate’ do so.  If you do not make a 

Will you die ‘intestate’.  If you do not have a spouse (husband or wife) and do not have any 

issue (children) and no known relatives can be traced, then all the assets (money) goes to 

the Government. 
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When a person dies without leaving a Will but is married, then the surviving spouse 

receives all personal possessions and £250,000 of the ‘estate’.  They also have a life 

interest in half of the balance but cannot use the capital of this balance only the interest.  

The other half of this balance goes immediately to any issue.  To give an example of this, if 

a person dies leaving a spouse and children, and the estate is valued at £750,000, then the 

spouse would get £250,000, the children would receive £250,000 and the other £250,000 

would be invested for the spouse to use the interest earned on the investment. 

 

If a person without a spouse dies, then any children will benefit from the realisation of all 

investments and property if they are over the age of 18.  Anyone under 18 will have the 

money kept in trust until they reach the age of 18.  However, trustees can release some of 

the money held in trust if it were to benefit the beneficiary eg school fees. 

 

When a solicitor writes your Will, it is vital that you leave your money, valuables and 

property to nominated beneficiaries.  Most assets go to the surviving spouse or children 

and grandchildren but you may want to bequest an amount of money to a good friend or 

charity.  You may also want to give a valuable item to a favourite niece or nephew.  If you 

do not leave a Will then the niece, nephew, friend or charity will not receive anything! 
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Many people think they do not have much to leave but in the last 15 years, property has 

increased dramatically and worth quite a lot of money.  What would happen to your car if 

you died or your precious CD collection if you did not leave a Will? 
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You have to be 18 in this country to make a Will.  If you make a Will and change your mind 

later, or if circumstances change, you can change your Will by way of a Codicil which is an 

amendment to a Will.  You can make as many Codicils as you wish but if it gets too 

complicated, it may be better to rewrite the Will. 

 

The Will must be witnessed by 2 witnesses and signed in each other’s presence.  

Witnesses sign at the end of the Will, each giving their occupation and address.  Neither of 

these witnesses must be a beneficiary (someone who will inherit money or a gift).  The Will 

should be kept in a safe place where family or the executors know where it is.  Executors 

are appointed to ensure that the assets are distributed according to the deceased’s wishes. 
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