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WORKING AS A LEGAL PROFESSIONAL 
 
In the British legal system there are legal executive lawyers, solicitors 
and barristers.  They all have different roles and separate governing 
bodies.  There are also different routes to their qualifications. 
 
To progress in your legal career you may wish to train to become a 
legal executive lawyer.  This would prove to be a very rewarding 
profession.  If this is your plan you would need to work towards the 
ILEX Professional Qualification in Law.  Legal executive lawyers are 
fee earners and will specialise in a particular area of law.  Their 
training will be to the same standard as a solicitor in that specialist 
area.  They will have their own clients and they will undertake 
representation in court.  The work carried out by legal executive 
lawyers will be charged directly to clients.  They therefore make a 
direct contribution to a law company’s income.  Some legal 
executive lawyers, however, may be self-employed. 
 
Solicitors generally work in partnerships which are owned and 
managed by several partners who take a share of the firm’s profits.  
The type of work that a solicitor does will vary from one firm to 
another.  Some solicitors specialise in one or two areas and may 
know little about the law in other areas. 
 
Most law firms fall into one of two categories – small firms and 
commercial firms.  Small firms usually deal with individual clients and 
will cover areas of criminal law or civil law.  Many of these firms will 
carry out work that is publicly funded.  The work is varied and 
interesting.  Solicitors may advise and represent a client who has 
been charged with a criminal offence or they may carry out the 
necessary conveyancing when someone is buying or selling a 
property.  Other duties could include giving advice on personal injury 
matters or dealing with matters of probate. 
 
Commercial firms, however, tend to work for businesses rather than 
for individuals.  They will often have offices throughout the world and 
so there may be the opportunity to travel.  Commercial firms may 
advise clients on intellectual property matters, mergers, employment 
contracts and business conveyancing. 
 
A solicitor’s working day might begin by reviewing and responding to 
the mail.  Draft documents may need to be drawn up.  There will also 
be the necessity to meet clients or to attend court.  Solicitors must 
always record the amount of time spent on a particular matter so that 
their clients can be charged accordingly.  You will see that the work 
carried out by solicitors and legal executive lawyers is very similar. 
 

  



7462-323 / 7465-323 July 2010 
Level 3 Diploma for Legal Secretaries / Level 3 Award in Proof-reading in the Legal Environment – 
Proof-reading Test Answer 
 

 

 Write the correct 
answers below 

 
 

 commitment 
 Council. 
  
 in-house 
 government 
  
 barrister’s 
  
 their 
 admissible 
 solicitor’s 
 conferences 
  
 Ragged right margin 
  
  
  
 “public access” 
 law, family 
 immigration 
  
 Queen’s 
 successful 
  
  
  
 (CPD) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
Perhaps it is your aim to become a barrister.  This will take a lot of 
time and commitment in order to complete the required training.  
Barristers are governed and supervised by the Bar Council.  Many 
barristers are self-employed but often share administrative costs by 
working together in chambers.  Some are employed by various 
companies and organisations which may include in-house legal 
departments, government departments and advice centres. 
 
Traditionally, a barrister’s specialism is advocacy (meaning that he 
or she speaks on behalf of someone else).  Barristers will represent 
clients in court in both criminal and civil cases.  They may be asked to 
give their views on the strengths and weaknesses of a case and 
whether evidence is likely to be admissible or not.  This is usually 
done following a solicitor’s instruction.  Barristers will also have 
conferences with their clients to discuss certain aspects of their 
cases before going to court. 
 
It always used to be the case that only solicitors could instruct a 
barrister.  This changed in 1990 when some professions were 
allowed to instruct barristers directly, either for their own needs or on 
behalf of their clients.  Since 2003, members of the public have been 
allowed to go directly to a barrister in a number of cases.  This is 
referred to as “public access”.  Although “public access” is allowed in 
most areas there are exceptions.  The exceptions include some areas 
of criminal law, family law and immigration work. 
 
Some barristers may apply to become a Queen’s Counsel (QC).  If 
successful they can command much higher fees.  They will also be 
allowed to wear silk rather than polyester gowns! 
 
Whether you go on to become a legal executive lawyer, a solicitor or 
a barrister you will need to continue to develop your skills on a regular 
basis.  This is known as Continuing Professional Development (CPD) 
and written records must be maintained. 
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