
6217/6218 Basic Construction Skills update – November 2011 
 
Over the last few months, there have been some significant changes affecting the suite 
of 6217/6218 qualifications.  In order to try and communicate this more effectively, and 
ensure that centres have the most up to date information, please find a summary below 
with some links to documentation, FAQ’s and any other information where a significant 
number of queries are being raised. 
 
Re-introduction of 6217 Certificates in Basic Construction 
Skills (6217-01/02/04/05/06/07/08) 
 
You may have been aware of the recent Wolf Report into vocational education which 
made a series of recommendations in relation to the current provision of educational 
qualifications.  Out of this report we have been given permission to re-introduce 
qualifications which had previously expired on the National Qualifications Framework 
which are still relevant in terms of content and suitability for our centres/learners.  With 
this in mind we have re-introduced the recently expired 6217 Level 1 Introductory 
Certificate in Basic Construction Skills and the Level 1 Certificate in Basic Construction 
Skills.  All of the pathways will be available and they are reproduced here for your 
benefit.  
 
Registrations  Centres who previously had approval to offer the 6217 

qualification may continue to register learners on these 
qualifications until 31/12/2012 

Certifications  Certification for registered learners until 31/12/2013 
Funding  Funding is available for 16-18 learners under 16-18 Learner 

Responsive, but not adults (19+) under Adult Learner 
Responsive (ALR).  

Web page link  http://www.cityandguilds.com/48112.html?search_term=6217 
 

Link to 
documentation 

 http://www.cityandguilds.com/48112.html?s=4 
 

 
6218 update to include recent changes (from Autumn 2011) 
 
The summary below outlines: 

• the new trade specific pathways that have been added for Autumn 2011 and 
the QANs (see highlighted qualifications)  

• dates when centres can register learners onto the new trade specific pathways 
• how to access the documentation 
• New pricing structure allowing more flexibility for centres 
• Future plans for 6218 
• Registering before assessment 
• FAQs 
• Pricing (Annex A) 

 
Entry 3 Award/Certificate in Basic Construction Skills 
(6218-01/05) 
 
Qualification title City & Guilds 

qualification number 
QAN 

Entry 3 Award in Basic Construction Skills 6218-01 501/1097/4 
Entry 3 Certificate in Basic Construction Skills 6218-05 600/3005/7 

 
 



 
Level 1 Award/Certificate/Diploma in Basic Construction Skills  
(6218-02/03/04/06/07) 
 
Qualification title City & Guilds 

qualification number 
QAN 

Level 1 Award in Basic Construction Skills 6218-02 501/0840/2 
Level 1 Certificate in Basic Construction Skills 6218-03 501/0799/9 
Level 1 Diploma in Basic Construction Skills 6218-04 501/0798/7 
Level 1 Award in Basic Construction Skills – 
Bricklaying 

6218-06 600/2967/5 

Level 1 Award in Basic Construction Skills – 
Plastering 

6218-06 600/3007/0 

Level 1 Award in Basic Construction Skills – 
Painting and Decorating 

6218-06 600/3006/9 

Level 1 Award in Basic Construction Skills – 
Carpentry and Joinery 

6218-06 600/3004/5 

Level 1 Certificate in Basic Construction Skills 
– Bricklaying 

6218-07 600/2973/0 

Level 1 Certificate in Basic Construction Skills 
– Plastering 

6218-07 600/3008/2 

Level 1 Certificate in Basic Construction Skills 
– Painting and Decorating 

6218-07 600/2974/2 

Level 1 Certificate in Basic Construction Skills 
– Carpentry and Joinery 

6218-07 600/2981/X 

 
Highlighted qualifications are new, and are now live for new registrations.These are 
distinct qualifications which are regulated in their own right, and have different QAN’s.   
However, they will be included under the umbrella of the '6218 Basic Construction 
Skills' qualifications.  
 
Please refer to the qualification handbook for the rules of combination. 
These pathways are now live on the walled Garden for registrations.   
 
Documentation for Entry 3 & Level 1 6218 (to include trade specific pathways) 
 
Please be aware that the qualification handbooks and assignment guides are now 
separate documents.   
 
Qualification 
handbooks 

 http://www.cityandguilds.com/63670.html?s=4 
 
 

Assignment 
guide for 
centres and 
learners 

 http://www.cityandguilds.com/63670.html?s=4 
 
There is one guide for Entry 3 assessments 6218-01/05, and 
another guide that contains both level 1 and level 2 
assessments 6218-02/03/04/06/07. 
  
Passwords are also available to approved centres on the City & 
Guilds Walled Garden.  
 

 



 
Funding  Funding information for the new pathways will take some time 

to be updated on the Learning Aims Reference Application 
(LARA).  It is expected this will appear towards the end of 
September.  The link to search on LARA is below: 
https://gateway.imservices.org.uk/sites/LARA/Pages/AimsSearc
h.aspx 
Please be aware that the Learning Aims Database (LAD) no 
longer contains the most up to date funding information and 
therefore should not be used for this purpose.  
Please note that although the new qualifications can be found 
on LARA, the funding information will appear to be blank until it 
is updated.  A further communication will be sent out once this 
has been updated.  
See FAQ’s for more information.  

Fast track 
approval 

 If your Centre is approved to offer the Entry 3 Award in Basic 
Construction Skills (6218-01) or the Level 1 Award, Certificate 
and Diploma in Basic Construction Skills (6218-02 to -04) you 
can apply for the new Entry 3 Certificate in Basic Construction 
Skills (6218-05) or the new Level 1 Award and Certificate trade 
specific pathways in Basic Construction Skills (6218-06 to -07) 
approval using the fast track approval form, available from the 
City & Guilds website. 
 
http://www.cityandguilds.com/documents/6218_fast_track.rtf 
http://www.cityandguilds.com/documents/6218_E3_Fast_track.r
tf 
 
Centres should use the fast track form if: 
• there have been no changes to the way the qualifications 

are delivered, and 
• they meet all of the approval criteria in the fast track form 

guidance notes. 
 
Fast track approval is available for 12 months from the launch 
of the qualification. After 12 months, the Centre will have to go 
through the standard Qualification Approval Process. The 
centre is responsible for checking that fast track approval is still 
current at the time of application. 
 

 
Important Note:  We have not added any new units into the 6218 qualification.  All of 
the following qualifications are formed entirely from units which sit in the current 
qualification. 
 
More flexible registration procedure/pricing 
We have received feedback from some of our centre’s that they would like a more 
flexible registration procedure.  To do this we have adjusted the unit route pathway, so 
that centre’s will pay no registration fee, and then a results entry fee for each unit that 
they certificate.  They will then pay a final certification fee, once they are certain of the 
pathway i.e. award, certificate, diploma that they want to claim for their candidate.  We 
are therefore advising centre’s that only want to take a couple of the units in a pathway 
to use the unit route.  Please refer to the Walled Garden for new prices (or Annex A). 
 
 
 



Future plans for 6218 Basic Construction Skills 
We will be developing a completely new qualification based on both the 6217 and 6218 
Basic Construction Skills qualifications which will be available next year (September 
2012).  You will have an opportunity to comment and feedback on the draft structure 
before it is finalised.  
 
Importance of registering learners before first assessment takes place 
It has been brought to our attention that some centres are not registering candidates at 
the beginning of their course.  Whilst it is not necessary to register candidates at the 
beginning of the course, it is mandatory that candidates are registered before their first 
assessment takes place. 
 
 
FAQ’s 
 
Is the Level 1 Award in Basic Construction Skills (6218-02) funded for pre-16 
learners? 
No.  This was due to a change in Section 96 criteria which occurred between the 
submission of the Award, Certificate and Diploma qualifications to the Department for 
Education for funding approval consideration. City & Guilds has tried to appeal on this 
decision but unfortunately it was unsuccessful.  
 
Are the Level 1 Certificate/Diploma in Basic Construction Skills (6218-03/04) 
funded for pre 16 learners?  
Yes 
 
Will the pathway specific Level 1 Award/Certificate in Basic Construction Skills 
qualifications (6218-06/07) be funded for pre 16 learners?  
This is not certain yet, although it is likely that the qualifications within 6218-06 will not 
be funded for pre-16s, whereas there is a chance that 6218-07 will be funded for pre 
16s.  
 
What qualifications/experience does a centre’s assessor or Internal Verifier 
need? 
These details have been added into the updated qualification handbooks. 
 
How do we access the assignment guides? 
Assignment guides are on the City & Guilds website – link below 
http://www.cityandguilds.com/63670.html?s=4 but are password protected.  Approved 
centres can find the passwords on the walled garden. 
 
Where can I find a complete list of all the qualifications that sit within the 
construction portfolio?  
This is available on the City & Guilds website and it contains funding information as 
well.   
http://www.cityandguilds.com/69669.html 
 
For more information about the construction qualification portfolio, please contact Suzie 
Cave suzie.cave@cityandguilds.com 
 
 
 



Pricing (Annex A) 
 
Entry 3 Award in Basic Construction Skills 
 
6218-01  Fees per learner £ 
Registration  49.00 
Results Entry  0.00 
Evolve on-line test  17.20 
Evolve re-test  17.20 
Certificate issue  0.00 
 
Entry 3 Certificate in Basic Construction Skills 
 
6218-05  Fees per learner £ 
Registration  64.00 
Results Entry  0.00 
Evolve on-line test  17.20 
Evolve re-test  17.20 
Certificate issue  0.00 
 
Level 1 Award in Basic Construction Skills  
 
6218-02  Fees per learner £ 
Registration  55.00 
Results Entry  0.00 
Results Entry: 
Grading Module 

 0.00 

Evolve on-line test  17.20 
Evolve re-test  17.20 
Certificate issue  0.00 
 
Level 1 Certificate in Basic Construction Skills  
 
6218-03  Fees per learner £ 
Registration  74.00 
Results Entry  0.00 
Results Entry: 
Grading Module 

 0.00 

Evolve on-line test  17.20 
Evolve re-test  17.20 
Certificate issue  0.00 
 
Level 1 Diploma in Basic Construction Skills  
 
6218-04  Fees per learner £ 
Registration  92.00 
Results Entry  0.00 
Evolve on-line test  17.20 
Evolve re-test  17.20 
Certificate issue  0.00 
 



Level 1 Award in Basic Construction Skills – Trade Specific qualifications 
 
6218-06  Fees per learner £ 
Registration  55.00 
Results Entry  0.00 
Evolve on-line test  17.20 
Evolve re-test  17.20 
Certificate issue  0.00 
 
Level 1 Certificate in Basic Construction Skills – Trade Specific qualifications 
 
6218-07  Fees per learner £ 
Registration  74.00 
Results Entry  0.00 
Evolve on-line test  17.20 
Evolve re-test  17.20 
Certificate issue  0.00 

 
Unit route pathway for 6218 
 
6218-90  Fees per learner £ 
Registration  0.00 
Results Entry: Entry 3 units 001-009  6.00 
Results Entry: Level 1 units (101-119)  12.00 
Results Entry: Level 2 units (201-208)  12.00 
Results Entry: Grading Module:(6218-901)  25.00 
Results Entry: Grading Module:(6218-902, 
916, 917, 918, 919) 

 31.00 

Results Entry: Grading Module:(6218-903, 
920, 921, 922, 923)  

 35.00 

Results Entry: Grading Module:(6218-904)  0.00 
Evolve on-line test  17.20 
Evolve re-test  17.20 
Certificate issue  0.00 
 
 


