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2730-018 Programming principles

Section 1 — Areas of good performance

Syllabus reference: 1.5/ 1.7 — Basic knowledge.
This question was answered very well.

Syllabus reference: 1.19 — Basic programming concepts.

The candidates were asked to give the meanings for the data types Integers, Real numbers and
Character strings and this was generally answered very well. However, the answers to the
meaning of Mantissa and Exponent and also the conversion of a number into decimal floating point
representation were poor.

Syllabus reference: 1.20 — Basic programming concepts.
This section was answered satisfactorily.

Syllabus reference: 1.24 / 1.26 — Basic programming concepts.
Solutions to this section on the whole were good.

Syllabus reference: 1.31/1.32 / 1.36 — Basic programming concepts.
This question was answered satisfactorily.

Syllabus reference: 1.46 — Basic programming concepts.
On the whole solutions to this section were satisfactory. Few candidates were able to use the
SELECT/OPTION tags when dealing with the selection of the title (eg Mr, Mrs, Ms).

Section 2 — Areas for development

Syllabus reference: 1.9/ 1.11 — Basic knowledge.
Very few candidates could state the meaning of ‘hand assembly’.

Syllabus reference: 1.13 — Basic knowledge.

The answers provided in this section were very poor. Most candidates thought that AND was an
add instruction. Very few candidates knew the purpose of the assembly language program that
uses a typical instruction set.

Syllabus reference: 1.29 — Basic programming concepts.
The explanations given for the meaning of a top down design were satisfactory. However, the
descriptions for a top down design for the specification given were often inaccurate or vague.

Syllabus reference: 1.42 / 1.44 — Basic programming concepts.

Results for this section were disappointing. Some candidates failed to relate this section to
databases. Examples given to state the purpose of the SQL commands that were listed were often
incorrect or inaccurate.




Section 3 — Recommendations

Candidates need to improve their knowledge of the following areas:

Assembly language programming.
The production of structured diagrams from given problems.
The use of SQL commands to interrogate databases.




