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	Lesson 1: Sourcing exotic animals
	                                            Suggested Teaching Time
: 1 hour

	Learning Outcome 1: Understand how to source, transport and apply
relevant legislation to exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.1

Legal and ethical sources for obtaining exotic animal species
	This lesson introduces the learners to the meaning of the term exotic and to the ways to identify a range of species that would be considered exotic. It then progresses to the different methods of sourcing exotic animals and allows learners to consider the advantages and disadvantages for these.

Learner activity

Learners will mind map a collection of words that they associate to the term ‘exotic’.
From the mind map, learners could create a definition of ‘exotic animal’, which could then be compared to other definitions of the term.

Learners will consider what animals might make good exotic pets and why. What have they come across in pet shops and other collections? This could take the form of a discussion, with notes being written on the board by one of the group.

Follow this by considering where those pet shops and collections get those pets.
Tutor-led activity

Carry out a presentation on the different methods of sourcing exotics, including: captive bred, wild caught and the illegal pet trade. 

Once information has been provided, the tutor should lead the discussion and indicate the positive and negative sides of each. Link this topic to the health of animals and relate to whether they would make good pets (eg aggression in wild caught animals).
	www.biology-online.org/dictionary/Exotic_species
www.ecohealthypets.com/
www.captiveanimals.org/our-work/exotic-pet-trade


	Lesson 2: Transporting exotic animals – the rules
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour

	Learning Outcome 1: Understand how to source, transport and apply
relevant legislation to exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.2
Legal and industry standards for transportation of exotic animal species
	This lesson enables learners to understand how exotic animals might be transported for the pet trade. It introduces relevant related legislation that is important for the exotic animal industry.

Tutor-led activity
Introduce the EU legislation for animal welfare in transport: what does is say? What is it for? Why is it there? Include the licences and permits required to move exotics.

Briefly introduce what CITES is and how it relates to transporting exotics. Include links to wild caught animals; this is a good discussion topic that will recap learning from the previous week.

Also introduce the International Air Transport Association. (IATA): who they are and what they do.
Opportunity for applied learning:
Research IATA and write down three things that would need to be considered when transporting an animal via the air. How are these met during travel? Share your ideas with the rest of the group.
	http://goo.gl/ooqUqI
http://goo.gl/yHzlke
www.cites.org/
www.iata.org/publications/pages/live-animals.aspx


	Lesson 3: Transport equipment
	                                   Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour

	Learning Outcome 1: Understand how to source, transport and apply
relevant legislation to exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.2
Legal and industry standards for transportation of exotic animal species
	This lesson introduces learners to specific equipment that would be required for the transportation of exotic animals. It allows learners to create their own plan from a tutor-set scenario, demonstrating how they would move a given species of exotic animal.

Tutor-led activity

Mind map on the board all the things that need to be considered when transporting exotic animals. 

Consider containers (appropriate to species, size, cleanliness, etc), food and water provision, monitoring and journey length (linked this to last session on animals in transit legislation).
Opportunities for applied learning:

Set a scenario and asks learners to prepare a plan or poster stating how they would transport a given or chosen species (or offer a range of scenarios for learners to choose from). 

Learners can create a plan or a poster that considers all areas highlighted earlier in the session relevant to species. If there is time, learners can present ideas to the rest of the group for peer assessment.
	www.iata.org/whatwedo/cargo/live-animals/pets/Pages/index.aspx


	Lesson 4: Legislation research project
	Suggested Teaching Time: 3 hours

	Learning Outcome 1: Understand how to source, transport and apply
relevant legislation to exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.3
Legislation for the keeping of exotic animal species in captivity
	This lesson gives learners the opportunity to undertake a research project on a given legislation and present their findings back to the rest of the group. 

Tutor-led activity
Split learners into pairs or small groups, depending on whatever is more appropriate. Give each group one of the following legislations to research using the internet and books:
· Animal Welfare Act (2006)
· Dangerous Wild Animals Act (1976)
· Welfare of Animal (Transport) Order (2006)
· CITES incorporating COTES (1997).
In order to support learners further, questions could be set to help with relevant research (eg ‘when was the legislation written?’ and ‘how is it relative to exotic animal welfare?’).
Opportunities for applied learning:
The learners could be given an hour to research and take notes, and an additional hour to put them into a presentation format and practise. The final hour could be used to present to each other. Peer assessment sheets produced by the tutor could be used to standardise the task.
	www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/45/contents
http://goo.gl/SJp7ON
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1976/38
www.gov.uk/licence-wild-animal


	Lesson 5: When exotics go wild!
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour

	Learning Outcome 1: Understand how to source, transport and apply
relevant legislation to exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 1.4
The impact of invasive species on the natural habitat
	This lesson allows the learners to gain knowledge on and discuss the impact of invasive species in the environment; this is particularly relevant to the release of exotic animals into the wild.

Tutor-led activity
Get learners to consider what might happen if exotics get too big or too aggressive to keep, or simply live their full lifespan! Consider options such as resale, rehome and rescue. Ensure that you add illegal release into the wild if not mentioned by a learner.

Begin a discussion: what happens to the animals that are released? They suffer and die or they continue to live (python and boa species in America, particularly Florida and Everglades, would be a good case study to consider here). How does that affect the natural habitat and ecosystems (predator/prey)? 

Opportunities for applied learning:
Learners could consider how they might prevent this from occurring. Posters could be designed by learners to make people consider what they are taking on before they get an exotic pet.
	http://goo.gl/o3qEXF


	Lesson 6: The theory of animal accommodation
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 2 hours

	Learning Outcome 2: Prepare and clean appropriate accommodation for exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.1
Prepare accommodation for exotic animal species
	This lesson allows learners to consider all accommodation requirements for captive exotics.
Tutor-led activity:

Tutor should have a range of pictures of different types of accommodation (vivarium, terrarium, aquarium, aviary, enclosure and cage) which can be used as match cards to link with species.
Learners should be able to label or identify enclosures and consider what animals they might be suitable for; a match card task would work well here.

Location of enclosures in a house or collection needs to be considered. Learners could identify what needs to be considered when deciding on a location, such as noise, vibration, human traffic, access to electric/water, etc.

Learner activity
Match cards could be utilised by giving each learner an animal and asking them to consider a suitable location either in their own house or in an existing collection. Decisions could then be explained to the group.

Tutor-led activity
The final area that needs to be considered is suitability for species. Match cards could be used for a final time to assign an animal to each learner (either the same as before or different) who will then need to consider individual needs, such as size, height and floor space, provision of food and water, light, humidity, temperature, ventilation, security, etc. Books could be made available for those who have less knowledge on the species given.
	Books:

Manning D – Collins Exotic Pet Handbook (Collins, 2003) ISBN 9780007142583
Websites:
www.rspca.org.uk/adviceandwelfare/pets/other
www.hintsandthings.co.uk/kennel/exotic-pets.htm
www.exoticpetvet.com/breeds/



	Lesson 7: Practical accommodation
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 2 hours

	Learning Outcome 2: Prepare and clean appropriate accommodation for exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.1
Prepare accommodation for exotic animal species
	This lesson allows learners to practically implement skills required to accommodate exotic animal species in captivity.
Practical session

A variety of exotic animal species should be made available for practical sessions. Ideally, this would include a range of exotic mammals (such as chinchilla, degus, small primates, sugar gliders, etc), birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates and fish.

Learners should prepare and maintain the accommodation for at least two species, considering their own health and safety, PPE, substrates, environmental conditions, fixtures and fittings, full/spot cleaning, waste disposal, hazard spotting and enrichment using the correct equipment that should be provided for them.

Learners should select their equipment and check it for maintenance and suitability.

A risk assessment should be present for this activity; this could be shared with learners before the activity begins to ensure that health and safety procedures are followed.
	


	Lesson 8: Legislation
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 2 hours

	Learning Outcome 2: Prepare and clean appropriate accommodation for exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.2
Routine cleaning and hygiene procedures
	This lesson introduces learners to health and safety legislation and procedures that need to be followed when working in the exotic animal industry.

Tutor-led activity
Carry out a presentation using PowerPoint on the legislation listed below, with which the learners need to be familiar:

· Health and Safety at Work Act (1974)
· Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations (1995) (RIDDOR)
· Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations (2002) (COSHH) and centre risk assessments
· Animal Welfare Act (2006) and links to animal accommodation and welfare during cleaning.
Opportunities for applied learning:

Learners need to consider how they will meet the legislation listed above whilst cleaning out accommodation or how they relate to it. Learners could be given a number of points (such a three) that they need to identify for each item of legislation.
In the case of RIDDOR, learners could be given a blank RIDDOR form to complete for a made-up incident.

Tutor-led activity
Introduce considerations of safe disposal of waste while completing clean-outs. 

Learner activity
In order to identify hazardous and non-hazardous waste, a variety of items could be cut out on cards and then placed in the right bin (cut out from card). Other bins, such as recycling and composting, could also be added.

Continue this theme to discuss other hazards to consider while cleaning out, such as biological hazards and cross-contamination. Learners should consider how they would prevent the latter.
	www.hse.gov.uk/legislation/hswa.htm
www.hse.gov.uk/riddor/
www.hse.gov.uk/coshh/


	Lesson 9: Practical accommodation routines
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 2 hours

	Learning Outcome 2: Prepare and clean appropriate accommodation for exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 2.2
Routine cleaning and hygiene procedures
	This lesson allows learners to practically implement skills required to accommodate exotic animal species in captivity.
Tutor-led activity

A variety of exotic animal species should be made available for practical sessions. Ideally, they would include a variety of exotic mammals (such as chinchilla, degus, small primates, sugar gliders, etc), birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates and fish.

Learners should have the opportunity to complete a number of full and spot cleans on at least two species. Considerations should be made towards own health and safety and that of the animals, animal welfare and minimising stress, use of the correct equipment for the job and completing it in a timely manner. Other considerations need to include the use of disinfectants, waste disposal, checking fixtures and fittings within the enclosures, and correct and safe restraint and holding of the animal during the cleaning process.

A risk assessment should be present for this activity; it could be shared with learners before the activity begins in order to ensure that health and safety procedures are followed.
	


	Lesson 10: Practical feeding
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 2 hours

	Learning Outcome 3: Recognise nutritional requirements of exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 3.1
Nutritional requirements and balanced diets of exotic animals
Topic 3.2
Variation in the feeding of exotic animals
	This lesson allows learners to practically implement skills required to feed exotic animal species in captivity.
Tutor-led activity

A variety of exotic animal species should be made available for practical sessions. Ideally, this would include a variety of exotic mammals (such as chinchilla, degus, small primates, sugar gliders, etc), birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates and fish.

Leaners should be given the opportunity to prepare and present diets for a variety of exotic animals and must be able to feed at least two species. Consider following instructions, using correct equipment, PPE, health and safety, and animal welfare.

A risk assessment should be present for this activity; it could be shared with learners before the activity begins in order to ensure that health and safety procedures are followed.
	


	Lesson 11: Nutrient groups
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 2 hours

	Learning Outcome 3: Recognise nutritional requirements of exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 3.1
Nutritional requirements and balanced diets of exotic animals
	This lesson introduces learners to the six main nutrient groups, their functions and food sources. It describes what some species might eat and how it is best presented in captivity.
Tutor-led activity
Carry out a presentation on the six main nutrient groups (macro and micro), what they are used for in the body and foods in which they are found.

Learner activity
Match cards illustrating the nutrients, the functions and the foods (ideally the foods used in the presentations should be ones found in exotic animal diets, such as fruits/veg, live foods, dry mixes, meats, etc).
Opportunities for applied learning:
Consider what a range of exotic animals might eat. Pictures of a range of animals could be provided to allow students to note down what they think they might eat. 

This should be followed by providing care sheets or books on the species to see if the learners’ guesses were correct. 

Considerations could be made for wild and captive diets but concentrate on captive diet.

The session could end by considering how much of each food is fed and how it might be presented. 

Learners could be given one animal to research and then report their findings to the group.
	www.exoticnutrition.com/
www.successfulaging.ca/programs/nutrition/04.html


	Lesson 12: Food presentation considerations
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 2 hours

	Learning Outcome 3: Recognise nutritional requirements of exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 3.1 
Nutritional requirements and balanced diets of exotic animals
	This lesson introduces other considerations to feeding captive exotics other than specific nutrients. It allows learners to apply all the knowledge acquired in this topic so far into a feed plan for a given or chosen species.

Tutor-led activity
Recap the last task of the previous week, which touched on food presentation to animals. This week this topic should be taken further, considering other areas.

Opportunities for applied learning:

Learners should be put into six groups and given one of these topics:

1. individual or group feeding
2. diet sheets and formulation
3. appropriate supplementation for exotic species
4. water presentation
5. gut loading
6. live and whole food items
7. ethics of feeding live food.
Learner activity
Learners should discuss their given topic in relation to considerations that may need to be made, individual examples of animals that might be affected by it, how they might further consider topic in a diet plan (feed sheet) and ethics (if relevant).
Opportunities for applied learning:
Individually or in pairs, learners should be given or choose an exotic animal. Create a feed plan for one week, which can be followed by that of another learner in order to ensure that all the animal’s nutritional needs are met. Ensure that all areas discussed in this lesson are included.
	www.rspca.org.uk
http://goo.gl/YvWKBL
www.reptaquatics.com/?q=node/65
www.livefood.co.uk/


	Lesson 13: Feeding for different life stages
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 2 hours

	Learning Outcome 3: Recognise nutritional requirements of exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 3.2
Variation in the feeding of exotic animals
	This lesson allows learners to consider how nutritional needs might change in relation to an animal’s life stage and how those changes may be accommodated through change in the diets of exotic animals.
Tutor-led activity 
Begin a discussion: what might change the nutritional requirements of an animal? Learners should identify life stages and health status amongst other things. Notes could be taken on the board to allow all thoughts to be captured.

The tutor should carry out a presentation, going through the life stages of animals, and what nutrients are required and why. Also, consider adding some health issues that might affect diet, such as malocclusion/obesity, etc.
Learner activity
Learners could choose a life stage or health issue and rewrite the feed plans written in previous lessons to meet those needs.
	http://goo.gl/a1rOf1


	Lesson 14: Signs of health – theory
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour

	Learning Outcome 4: Monitor the health, behaviour and welfare of exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 4.1
Signs of health and behaviour in exotic animals
	This lesson introduces learners to visual signs of good and bad health in captive exotic species.

Tutor-led activity

Discuss signs of ill health in animals; this could be done individually or as a group, with a whiteboard to mind map.

Learner activity
Learners should be given species for which they need to identify signs that may be seen if animal is unwell. Species could be varied to allow diversity and so that learners could then present their ideas back to the group. 

Ensure that all following are covered: movement, posture, feeding, respiration, display/courtship, moulting, temperature, position in enclosure (eg on floor if arboreal) and condition of skin, scales, fur or feathers.

Learner activity: (alternative to above activity)

As an alternative to the activity above, learners could be given an outline picture of an exotic animal. Ideally, different species should be used. They will have to label signs or health (eg bright eyes, shiny coat) or signs of ill health (eg runny eyes, flaky skin).
	www.defra.gov.uk/animal-diseases/
www.keepingexoticpets.co.uk/spotting-signs-your-pet-not-well.html


	Lesson 15: Signs of health – practical
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 2 hours

	Learning Outcome 4: Monitor the health, behaviour and welfare of exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 4.1
Signs of health and behaviour in exotic animals
	This lesson allows learners to practically implement skills required to check the health of exotic animal species in captivity.
Tutor-led activity

A variety of exotic animal species should be made available for practical sessions. Ideally, this would include a range of exotic mammals (such as chinchilla, degus, small primates, sugar gliders, etc), birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates and fish.

Learners should be able to complete full health checks on a variety of species but must be able to complete checks on two different species. Ensure that correct PPE is worn, health and safety is considered, correct handling techniques are used and welfare requirements are follow. 

Record sheets and weighing equipment should be available for use if possible.

A risk assessment should be present for this activity; this could be shared with learners before the activity begins in order to ensure that health and safety procedures are followed.
	


	Lesson 16: Handling equipment
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour

	Learning Outcome 4: Monitor the health, behaviour and welfare of exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 4.2
Handling and restraining techniques for exotic animals
	This lesson introduces learners to the identification and correct use of handling equipment used for a range of exotic animal species.
Tutor-led activity: 

Identify, using a mind map, what equipment could be used while handling animals. 

Learners should be able to identify some equipment, such as gloves, towels, nets, collars, leads, etc. Ideally, link this to Unit 203.

Tutor-led activity:
Present equipment that is less known, such as graspers/nooses, tongs, tubes, boxes and hooks. 

If possible, real equipment should be available for learners to use in simulations with stuffed toys. Bird netting can be simulated with the used of paper aeroplanes.

Learner activity: Once they have been able to use, students should discuss when this equipment might be suitable. Students could come up with scenarios of situations where it may be beneficial.
	http://snakeprofessional.com/about-us.html
http://goo.gl/2sDD0f


	Lesson 17: Handling – practical
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 2 hours

	Learning Outcome 4: Monitor the health, behaviour and welfare of exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 4.2
Handling and restraining techniques for exotic animals
	This lesson allows learners to practically implement skills required to handle exotic animal species in captivity.
Tutor-led activity

A variety of exotic animal species should be made available for practical sessions. Ideally, this would include a variety of exotic mammals (such as chinchilla, degus, small primates, sugar gliders, etc), birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates and fish.

Learners should handle a variety of exotic species if possible but must learn to correctly handle at least two. Equipment must be available to be used; it should be checked for suitability by learners and used correctly.

Learners will be expected to wear the correct PPE; this could also include gloves/gauntlets, eye protection and face masks, depending on the species. They should be wearing appropriate clothing and should have tied long hair back and removed jewellery.

A discussion should also be carried out before the handling takes place, considering additional health and safety requirements that may be applicable with exotic species. This should consider implications from toxicity, such as bites/stings, secretions, allergens, and also tail whipping and claw length.

A risk assessment should be present for this activity; this could be shared with learners before the activity begins in order to ensure that health and safety procedures are followed.
	


	Lesson 18: The five animal needs
	                                       Suggested Teaching Time: 1 hour

	Learning Outcome 4: Monitor the health, behaviour and welfare of exotic animals


	Topic
	Suggested Teaching
	Suggested Resources

	Topic 4.3
Specific welfare needs of exotic animals
	This lesson asks learners to demonstrate how they would address the five animal needs while keeping exotic animals in a captive environment.
Tutor-led activity
Introduce lesson; the five animal needs should have been covered in previous sessions (Unit 201 lesson 7, RSPCA link), linking them to the Animal Welfare Act (2006). 

Learner activity
Learners should write down the five animal needs and discuss.
Opportunities for applied learning: 

Learners could choose an exotic species and design a poster or leaflet that would demonstrate how each of the five animal needs are met in captivity.

Present the poster to rest of the group for peer assessment and ideally display this work.
	http://goo.gl/bTWn9S
www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/animals/overview/latest.shtml
http://education.rspca.org.uk/search?searchKey=5+needs&x=0&y=0


� Revision sessions and assignment workshops may be used at the discretion of the subject tutor. The frequency and timings of these sessions will be learner-led and will vary with each learner group. The end of each learning outcome would be appropriate if within the GLH for the unit.







