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Document 1 — information sheet. Use this document to answer questions 1-9.

Renting a flat

Renting your own flat sounds like a great idea! You have independence, freedom and your own space.
It can be all of these things, but there can also be problems. You need to consider the following:

Can | afford it?

Remember, if you fail to pay the rent you may lose your home and may be unable to borrow money in
the future.

Rents do not usually include bills for electricity, gas, water, or local Council Tax. These bills will total
about £100 to £150 per month. Check what is included with the landlord.

Most landlords will require a month’s rent as a deposit. This is in addition to the first month’s rent in
advance.

Cheaper flats may be fairly small, with minimal heating and facilities, and may be located in less
convenient areas.

Is it the right thing for me?

Renting a flat will mean you are living on your own or with friends or a partner. You will not have the
day-to-day support of your family. If the heating breaks down, it will be you that has to phone the
landlord or the plumber to fix it. Of course, that’s also the attraction of living in your own space - you
make the decisions, but you also have the responsibility.

How do | find a flat?

Renting a property takes time. It is a good idea to visit several estate agents to see what is on offer in
the location you want. It will give you an idea of prices. You should always visit a property before
agreeing to rent and you should always meet the landlord or the property agent in person.

Other places to look include:
e newsagents
e websites
e local paper

You should view several properties before you decide. Go during the day and in the evening so that
you can see if it is an area you like, or whether it is too quiet or too noisy.

What do | need to know about renting a flat?

The minimum rental period is usually 6-12 months. Many flats that are advertised will be unfurnished.
If you don’t want to buy lots of furniture, make sure the flat you are considering is furnished.

Even if you are visiting a property with an agent try to take a friend with you, as it is always useful to
have another opinion. Before you sign a contract make sure you understand it completely. You will
need to ask the landlord for a copy.

Who can | talk to for more information?

Your bank or building society may be able to help you to decide how much you can afford. Your local
Citizens Advice Bureau will have leaflets about renting. You can also ask friends and family.




Document 2 - webpage. Use this document to answer questions 10-18.

www.fastletstudentaccommodation.co.uk

Fastlets Student Accommodation

Cities

Living with us

Book now | Contactus | Extras | Make a payment

Register now

You are here » fastletstudentaccommodation » home

Looking for

Student Housing?

Select a town/city

I Sart by

Select a property

b

I Sart by

View large map

|

Our properties across the UK provide a wide range of room types in
modern, purpose built student accommodation.

We know it can be hard to find student accommodation that fits your
studies and your needs perfectly. That's why we are flexible. You can
stay from two to fifty-two weeks and can choose the perfect room
and length of stay for you. You won't have to sign a contract for the
whole year if you only need accommodation for a short time.

Our Properties
e Great locations close to colleges and city centres
e Security cameras, secure door entry and security staff
e Car parking (charges apply)
¢ On-site maintenance teams
e Communal areas include common rooms, laundries and
gardens

Stay in either a shared flat or a self-contained studio. If you share a
flat you will have your own bedroom with study area and your own
bathroom. You will share a kitchen and lounge with your

flatmates. To receive a £100 coupon for the local supermarket, make
a group booking for a flat together with four or more friends.

Self-contained studios are perfect for independent living. You will
have your own study space and bathroom and you also get your own
kitchen and living area.

Whatever type of accommodation you choose, electricity, heating
and free wi-fi are included in your rent.

Arrival Packs

Save room in your suitcase by pre-ordering everything you need to
kit out your new flat, including bedding, towels and kitchen
equipment. We have designed a range of arrival packs. You can add
items to suit your individual needs or just grab the basics. Arrival
packs are available to order online.

For more information on a particular property or location, use the
‘Cities’ and ‘View property’ links or call us on 0400 100.

Useful Links

» Cities
» View property

» Safety and
security

» Maintenance
» Deposits

» Fees and
charges

» Late
payments

» Insurance




Doc 1 adapted from www.stgiles-international.com/downloads/renting-flat.pdf
Doc 2 adapted from www.UNITE-Students.com
Doc 2 image adapted from clip art



