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Document 1- Letter. Use this document to answer questions 1-5 and 9.

Milton Arts Initiative
70 Whitehouses
Milton

GR21 2L.Z

Fax 07276 0841

Email prothwell@miltonarts.co.uk
Web www.miltonarts.co.uk

Dear all

The refurbishment of the Milton Arts Centre is finally complete and the venue is ready to
open its doors to the public. The grand opening will take place on March 12™. We have
plenty of entertainment on offer, including live music, comedy and drama, and we will also
be holding workshops and taster sessions.

To achieve maximum public awareness of what the Arts Centre has to offer, we are
looking for entertainers of all kinds to get out and about in the town centre to promote the
venue on its opening day and ignite interest by turning the streets of Milton into an Arts
Festival.

People who wish to perform should send a recording of their act or performance by CD,
DVD or email. Bear in mind that only those who receive our approval will be allowed to
perform. Those selected will generate great publicity for both themselves and the Arts
Centre. Ideas for performances can be discussed on our forum which can be accessed
through the Milton Arts Centre website located at www.miltonarts.co.uk.

We also need volunteers at the venue to deal with box office enquiries, to provide
refreshments and to staff help points. If you can spare some time then please support us.
Those interested in volunteering at the venue should download a volunteer form from the
website.

Performers and volunteers will be given a month’s free entry to the Arts Centre, a free T-
shirt and refreshments throughout the open day.

Until now, Milton has been unable to attract touring productions and has been lacking a
focal point for budding local talent. The Arts Centre aims to change this and put Milton
firmly on the arts map. After all, the arts are an investment in the creative energies and
skills of our future generations.

For general enquiries about the Arts Centre and for further information or queries about
the Open Day, contact the team at admin@miltonarts.co.uk. Remember to promote the
arts venue as much as possible and remind people that there are discounts for people who
buy tickets online for all performances in the first month.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Rothwell (Director, Milton Arts Initiative)
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Document 2 — Newspaper article. Use this document to answer questions 6-9.

Back the MAC

The Milton Arts Centre (MAC), opens it doors
to the public on March 12". The £4 million
development project is set to transform the
arts landscape in Milton, making it one of the
top arts venues in the Northeast.

When it opens on Saturday for the first time it
will boast two theatres, a recording studio,
rehearsal rooms and a cinema in a beautifully
modern, light and airy space. This will mark
the triumphant realisation of a 5 year, £4
million vision.

The Milton Arts centre will provide a much
needed focal point for the community, giving
everyone a voice. It will also attract many top
touring productions, including theatre, opera,
circus and exhibitions.

Henry James of the Milton Arts Initiative
agrees. “From the outset, local residents’
opinions have been considered. This is a
community driven project which is reflected in
the participative arts and educational
programmes. Our courses in set design,
building and sound and lighting, for example,
are unique. Moreover, many educational
programmes will be free of charge.”

Tourism and culture have an important role to
play in the future of the region’s economy and
can make a major contribution to the quality
of the urban environment for both visitors and
residents.

However, the project has caused controversy
in some quarters and has been the focus of
several noisy protests outside the Council
offices, led by Shirley Knott, a local resident
who is opposed to the extra traffic it will
cause.
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Other protestors included the Renovate Our
Schools campaign. Their main concern was
the lack of private funding being raised, with
the whole cost being covered by Council
funds that were originally earmarked for
school renovations.

The Northeast Regional Business Board, a
private and very vocal organisation
representing local businesses, has
consistently suggested that the money and
space should have been used for a much-
needed multi-storey car park that would
breathe life back into the local High Street.

Student Amee Shand, 16, is excited about
the opening and says affordable spaces will
help young people develop existing projects.
“The MAC will rent out rehearsal rooms for £4
an hour. The equipment is state of the art
with amplifiers, drum kits, microphones, leads
and a mixing desk. There is even an in-house
sound engineer. I'm a musician and this
means we can really get our act together and
ultimately stage performances locally.”

The official opening is scheduled to coincide
with Milton Big Week. Mayor John Burns will
formally open the venue on March 12" at
9.00 am.

For a limited time only, pick up a voucher
from the Arts Centre foyer to buy tickets to
performances at a discounted rate. The MAC
also offers reduced rates for under-18s, the
unemployed and the over 60s.



Document 3 - Flyer. Use this document to answer questions 10-12.

The one and only
BLONDINI CIRCUS

Sunderland Theatre

Monday 18" April to Sunday 24" April.
Tickets £14 to £28

Tickets available at

www.booknow.com/blondinicircus

The Blondini Circus is leading the way in the new wave of circus shows. We stretch
the boundaries of human skills and endurance, with death-defying feats of bravery
and incredible stunts. We don’t even need a tent because we can come to you!

Our shows bring together the excitement of the traditional circus and the raw
energy of arock concert to provide for you the most eagerly anticipated show ever.
Choreographed by the renowned Giuseppe Arcona, Europe’s leading circus
entertainer, this show will leave you completely amazed, thrilled, shocked and
staggered. You won’t know what has hit you and we guarantee you will not have
seen anything like it in your life!

Please note our performance is not suitable for children under the age of 16.
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Document 4 - Online forum. Use this document to answer questions 13-15.

Author Comments

AmanDo Feb 7™ 2011 Time posted: 13.34
| feel proud to have been involved in the MAC project from the beginning.
We now have an arts venue that is the envy of the Northeast. Has anyone
got any ideas about entertainment for Open Day yet?

Ammo96 | Feb 7" 2011 Time posted: 13.36
Who cares about entertainment? This new arts centre is the wrong thing
at the wrong time! Local businesses are struggling and our city centre is
dying! The MAC has stopped the building of the much needed 400 space
car park.

Timmy20 | Feb 8™ 2011 Time posted: 13.39
| agree with AmanDo! As for entertainment, three of us are going to
become living street sculptures on Open Day. What do you think?

Cyrus2 Feb 8™ 2011 Time posted: 13.40
Nice one, Ammo. The car-park would have made Brown Lane vibrant
again, bringing huge benefits to local businesses. Where are visitors going
to park? What a waste of money!

Jonjon Feb 8" 2011 Time posted: 13.42
| am one of the thousands round here that doesn’'t have a job. The way this
region’s economy is going there will soon be thousands more. People
without jobs can’t afford to go to the theatre. And what an ugly building!

AmanDo | Feb 8" 2011 Time posted: 13.44
| don’t agree. It's a fine example of modern architecture.

Johnthe | Feb 8" 2011 Time posted: 13.48

bricky If it hadn’t been for the building, | probably wouldn’t have had any work for
the last 2 years. Thanks Arts Centre. Not sure what | will do now though!

Artyjen Feb 8™ 2011 Time posted: 13.53
Hooray! We will now have arts right on our doorstep. Before this building |
had to make a round trip of 60 miles just to see a play or a gig!

Sparky Feb 8" 2011 Time posted: 13.53

Mick Hey John — Mick here. Haven't seen you since the building job finished.

See you at the job centre Monday.
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