
FS English Writing L2 – Borderline worked example –  
Publishing Job 

Question 1 - Approx 140 words – classed as a short document (see tables) 
 
 
        Lenny Wright 
         P P 
        Binding house publishing 
 P 
        14 Wear drive 
 
        London 
 
        SW12 8HY 
 
Peter Gray 
Bookcases 
7 High Street 
Stanton 
ST15 1FY 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Gray 
                  Lg           Gr 
I am writing to offer you and your shop an opportunity to do a book signing event with a  
      P             P 
Mary Cherry. As you are aware Mary has just released her second book Cherry  
 P*          Sp         Sp              Sp 
on Top and it is my jog to arrange book singing events for her. This could be a perfet chance  
   Sp  Gr        P 
for you and your costumers as Mary was very popular at the moment  
 
  P       P 
Mary is free on wednesdays and thursdays and would be happy to come to your shop all  
   Sp   Gr 
day. I am sure you can seer that this is great chance to put your shop on the map.  
 
       Gr 
Please call me and we can talk about the event.  I will look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 Sp 
Yours truely    Incorrect close – penalised under structure 
 
Lenny Wright 
 
 
 
 



FS English Writing L2 – Borderline worked example –  
Publishing Job 

 Max Marks Marks awarded Comments 

Detail 3 1 Very little expansion on 
any required detail. 
Overall, the piece is short. 

Concise 2 2 Concise throughout. 

Logical  2 2 Logical progression 
maintained throughout. 

Persuasive 2 1 Some attempt at 
persuasion. 

Format 1 1 Candidate has created a 
formal letter. 

Structure 2 1 Although it is a letter, 
there are some elements 
missing: date; Yours 
sincerely. 

Language / Clarity 3 3 Generally appropriate 
tone and language used. 
One instance of poor use 
of language. 

Spelling 3 0 Six spelling errors in a 
short document – see 
tables.  

Punctuation 4 1 Eight punctuation errors 
in a short document  – see 
tables. P* 2nd of 
bracketing commas never 
penalised as it is seen as a 
‘follow through’ error if 
the first one is omitted. 

Grammar 4 2 Four grammar errors in a 
short document – see 
tables 

    

TOTAL Q1  14  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



FS English Writing L2 – Borderline worked example –  
Publishing Job 

Question 2  Approx 230 words – suitable length 
 
No title or other layout features to indicate candidate knows about structuring a report. 
 
        P               P             Sp               Lg 
Not many people read books any more, however people stll read loads. Young people today  
         Sp                                        Sp             Gr 
are reading alot because they are allways on there phones. They are reading messages 
     Lg    
and going on the internet to read things on Facebook and other sites. If they want to  
            P 
read a newspaper now they will do it online instead of buying a paper. It is fair to say that, 
             P 
young people read just as much now as they did before but it is just different things they  
 
are reading.  
 
      Lg P 
So it is not fair to say young people don’t read stuff, they might not read many books for  
 
fun, but they do have to read lots for college although this might be online instead of an  
  Sp     Gr           Sp      P 
actual book.  Evewry now and again a special book come along that every one reads such as  
 
the Harry Potter books. 
 
 
I think they should make books more appealing by making them exciting and cheap to buy.  
 
They should be written for a young audience and cover things that we are interested in.  
  Sp 
They should definately make them online because the young don’t buy books any more. 
 
   P   Sp 
I think Binding House publishing should concdntrate on the younger generation because  
       Gr 
they are the ones who will be around longer to buy are books, so we need to  
   Lg           Sp 
attract them. Also, make them ebools that they can read on Kindle or other tablets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FS English Writing L2 – Borderline worked example –  
Publishing Job 

 

 Max Marks Marks awarded Comments 

Detail 3 3 Despite not being in a 
report format (penalised 
elsewhere), all relevant 
detail covered in sufficient 
depth. 

Concise 2 2 Sufficiently concise 
throughout. 

Clarity 2 2 Clear throughout. 

Format 1 0 No indication that it is a 
report. 

Structure 2 0 No layout features 
associated with a report 
present. 

Language 3 2 Some instances of 
incorrect tone and/or 
poor word choice, eg, 
loads, stuff, things.  

Spelling 3 1 Eight errors in a 
document of suitable 
length – see tables 

Punctuation 4 2 Seven errors in a 
document of suitable 
length – see tables. 

Grammar 4 3 Three errors in a 
document of suitable 
length – see tables. 

TOTAL Q2  15  

    

TOTAL FOR Q1 AND Q2  29  

 
 
A mark of 29 out of 50 is right on the borderline between a pass and a fail. Although this 
candidate does display some strengths, there are obvious weaknesses in spelling and 
punctuation, as well as formatting of a report. 
 
The first response contained fewer than 180 words, meaning it was classed as a short 
response. As a result, the top band of marks possible for spelling, punctuation and grammar 
are not accessible – See SPaG tables on mark scheme. 
 
Proofreading the responses and/or using a spell-checking facility would have led to some 
spelling errors being corrected. Knowledge of how to lay out a report and how to divide the 
content into suitable sections would have led to a further three marks being awarded, 
resulting is a pass. 


