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his special triple-issue:
 

 

Revised Functional Skills assessments: arrangements for go-live

 BIS confirms reform programme for adult numeracy/literacy standards and Functional Skills 

 

qualifications
 Education Funding Agency relaxes penalties for not meeting 16-18 condition of funding in 

 

2014-15
 New Essential Skills Wales qualifications accredited and available from 1 September 

 Essential Skills Wales confirmatory tests: we’re looking for writers 

 DEL refreshes Essential Skills Northern Ireland strategy: new qualifications and assessments 

 

from September 2016
 

 

Whatever happened to the Core Curriculum?

 

 

New homes for maths and English on the Excellence Gateway

 

 

City & Guilds leads research project to explore numeracy and literacy in the workplace

 ESOL Skills for Life: seven live assignment titles now available at each level 

 Level 3 Core Maths – now (officially) available 
 
 
 
 
 
 Revised Functional Skills assessments: 
 
 
 

Relevant to: Functional Skills (3748) (England only) 
Purpose: qualification developments/updates; events; operational note 

 

Our revised Functional Skills English external assessments went live on Monday 28 September, 
with the redesigned Functional Skills Mathematics assessments starting on Monday 26 October. 

 

 
Further information about the switchover process for both FS English and FS Mathematics (eg what 
happens if an assessment is booked for just before/after the go-live date) is available from our 
Improving Functional Skills microsite. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

To sign up to receive All About… please visit www.cityandguilds.com/mypreferences. 
Please ensure you select ‘Skills for Work and Life’ as one of your Industry Preferences, and ‘Maths and English’ as one of your Areas of Interest. 

 
 Functional Skills, Essential Skills, ESOL, Core Maths, qualifications, pedagogy, 

s, digital/learning resources, research, policy/funding… 
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Remind me again, what’s changing and why? 
As we’ve indicated in recent issues of All About..., we’ve made a number of improvements to our 
Functional Skills qualification offer. Some of these reflect recommendations from Ofqual’s thematic 
review of Functional Skills earlier this year, although we’ve also coincided these with a number of 
usability improvements – especially for onscreen delivery. 

 

 
We’ve also updated the Speaking, Listening and Communication (SLC) recording forms for 
Functional Skills English at Entry 3, Level 1 and Level 2 – see following pages for further details. 

 

 
Remember: there’s no change to the standards 

It’s important to be clear that there has been no change to the Functional Skills qualification 
and subject criteria. The skills standards, coverage and range remain as they were when these 
qualifications were originally launched in 2010, and are set out in full within each of our Functional 
Skills subject specifications and tutor/assessor guide documents (see below). 

 

 
We’ve heard all sorts of myths and rumours recently about there being a new Functional Skills 
‘curriculum’ – absolutely not the case (and to prove the point we’ve recently re-added the adult 
numeracy and adult literacy core curricula to our 3748 qualification documents webpage – see 
below for further details). 

 

 
What other guidance is there? 

We explained in Issue 12 that we had developed a number of new sample assessments to reflect the 
design changes we are making to the live assessments. We’ve added a few more of these over the 
summer – again they can be found on the 3748 qualification documents webpage (under the 
relevant level drop-down in a folder marked ‘Functional Skills from autumn 2015’). 

 

 
We’d strongly encourage all centre staff involved in teaching and preparing learners for Functional 
Skills at levels 1 and 2 to look carefully at the new Guidance for Delivery documents for FS 
Mathematics and FS English, since these explain in detail: 



 

how each of our external FS assessments are structured
 the likely range of scenarios/tasks candidates can expect to encounter. 

 

 
One of the key differences with the new assessments is they will be slightly less ‘predictable’ in the 
way they pose questions and structure activities – so it’ll become all the more important to ensure 
learners are taught the full range of skills set out in the subject criteria, rather than trying to infer 
what’s likely to be assessed from looking at sample papers. 

 

 

Make sure you’ve got the latest handbook documents 
We advised in Issue 10 that the Functional Skills qualification handbook had been split into four 
volumes. 

 Qualifications handbook 
containing administrative and assessment conduct/supervision guidance, as well as consolidating much of the 
additional information previously located in a discrete guide to the external assessments and FAQs document 

Functional Skills English – subject specifications and tutor/assessor guide 

 Functional Skills Mathematics – subject specifications and tutor/assessor guide 

 Functional Skills ICT – subject specifications and tutor/assessor guide 
the subject specification documents contain information about the content of each individual functional skill, 
along with relevant assessment preparation guidance for tutors and assessors. 

 

 
Each of these is available from the ‘centre documents’ dropdown on the 3748 qualification 
documents webpage. We’ve recently made a few further changes to the qualifications handbook 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
http://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/skills-for-work-and-life/english-mathematics-and-ict-skills/3748-functional-skills-qualifications#tab%3Ddocuments
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(chiefly to make some of administration and conduct guidance a little clearer), and we’re also 
updating the subject specifications (to reflect any recent changes to assessment timings and mark 
weightings), so do keep checking for the latest versions. 

 

 

Changes to FS English Speaking, Listening and Communication (SLC) 
recording forms 
We announced before the summer that we would also be introducing revised recording forms for 
Functional Skills English at Entry 3, Level 1 and Level 2. The new forms were introduced on 28 
September 2015, to coincide with the revised FS English external assessments. 

 

 
The new forms should be easier for assessors to use, especially when it comes to providing 
qualitative examples of candidates’ contributions during group discussions. Nevertheless, the old 
forms will remain available as well in the short term, and centres will not be penalised in any way if 
they continue to use these during the current academic year. 

 

 

More briefing events coming… 
We’ve recently confirmed dates for our next series of Functional Skills centre briefings. These half- 
day events will provide an opportunity to explore the revised FS English and FS Mathematics 
assessments more fully. Dates and locations are: 



 

Monday 19 October London - 9.30 - 12.00
 

 

Monday 19 October London - 13.00 - 15.30
 

 

Wednesday 21 October Taunton - 9.30 - 12.00
 

 

Wednesday 21 October Taunton - 13.00 - 15.30
 

 

Thursday 5 November Birmingham - 9.30 - 12.00
 

 

Thursday 5 November Birmingham - 13.00 - 15.30
 

 

Monday 16 November Wakefield - 9.30 - 12.00
 Monday 16 November Wakefield - 13.00 - 15.30. 

 

 
From past experience, these events are likely to prove extremely popular (one reason why we’re 
offering two sessions on each day…) so early booking is strongly advised. For further information, 
and to book your place, please visit our Events Calendar. 

 

 
In the meantime… 

There’s a link to the slides and a webinar recording from our previous run of Functional Skills events 
on our Improving Functional Skills microsite (on the right-hand side of the page). 

 

 

Are the sample assessments on e-Functional Skills being updated? 
Yes, we’ve been working with our partners Hodder, who manage the Dynamic Learning platform, to 
ensure all of the FS English and FS Mathematics practice tests are updated to align with the revised 
live assessments. 

 

 
Revised versions are being introduced as follows: 



 

Functional Skills English
 
– from Friday 16 October 2015 

– Functional Skills Mathematics from Monday 26 October 2015. 
 
 

For more information about e-Functional Skills, please visit 
www.cityandguilds.com/efunctionalskills. 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
http://www.cvent.com/events/functional-skills-briefing-improvements-to-functional-skills/event-summary-37f8e55834b344e2b119b1df164b42c4.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/functional-skills-briefing-improvements-to-functional-skills/event-summary-37f8e55834b344e2b119b1df164b42c4.aspx
http://www.cityandguilds.com/efunctionalskills
http://www.cityandguilds.com/efunctionalskills
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Spelling/grammar checkers: they definitely are allowed, aren’t they? One of 

the changes we’ve recently made to the design of our Functional Skills English Writing papers has 
been the addition of a statement confirming candidates may use in-built spelling/grammar 
checkers where they opt to word-process their work. This has always been the case, although we 
appreciated this was not always fully understood by exams teams in some 
centres – especially if they are used to other qualifications where use of a word processor is treated 
as a specific access arrangement requiring permission, evidence of need, etc. 

 

 
A key principle behind the Functional Skills qualifications is an expectation that candidates apply 
their normal methods of working, drawing on any resources or equipment they might routinely have 
available to them. This isn’t without limitations (eg on the use of devices with transmitting/receiving 
capabilities, and pre-prepared ‘crib sheets’), although the guidance in our qualification handbook 
generally errs towards permitting unless there is a good reason not to. 

 

 
However, we have recently become aware of some guidance issued by the Joint Council for 
Qualifications (JCQ) about the use of word processors as an access arrangement during 
examinations, which seems to imply that spelling/grammar checkers may not be used during 
Functional Skills assessments. It’s important to appreciate that this guidance only relates to 
instances where permission to use a word processor is granted to individual candidates as an 
access arrangement. For the avoidance of any doubt, it’s not applicable to any City & Guilds 
Functional Skills assessments, since the use of word processors and other ‘routine’ equipment is 
permitted for all candidates as a matter of course. 

 

 
What about candidates using onscreen-delivered assessments? 

Because e-volve is a ‘closed’ system, it’s not technically feasible to create a fully functioning in-built 
spelling/grammar checking engine within the FS English Writing test environment (anyone who used 
the old ‘simulation’ Functional Skills ICT assessments might have noticed a very rudimentary one 
within the word processor app, although that wouldn’t be sophisticated enough for this purpose). 

 

 
Any candidates taking these assessments will therefore need an alternative means by which they can 
ensure the accuracy of their written work. This might include using a hand-held e-dictionary or similar 
(as long as this doesn’t have internet access enabled), although crucially this needs to be a method of 
working that they candidate is used to (and/or has had adequate opportunity to practise). 

 

 
When deciding whether candidates should sit an onscreen or paper-delivered assessment, it is 
worth bearing in mind that the paper-based route allows candidates to create their written work 
using a standard word processor with all of its normal in-built features. 

 

 

Secure storage of assessment materials: please remember live papers must 
be kept secure at all times 
Finally, please remember that all of our external Functional Skills assessments operate on an on 
demand basic, and therefore all papers remain ‘live’ even after they have been taken. 

 

 
As we indicate in the qualification handbook, any unused copies of the assessment paper must be 
securely destroyed and on no account may they be retained for use as practice material or as a 
teaching/learning resource. At most, tutors may have a brief look at an unused assessment paper 
(after the candidates’ sitting has taken place) – although this must be on a strictly controlled basis 
without any copies being retained. Likewise, candidates’ completed scripts must be collected in as 
soon as the assessment is over, and must be held securely at all times until they are returned to 
City & Guilds (within one working day). 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
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 BIS confirms reform programme for adult numeracy/literacy 
standards and Functional Skills qualifications 
Relevant to: all non-GCSE maths and English qualifications (England only) 
Purpose: public policy/strategy/funding 

 

We outlined in Issue 12 that the Government has asked the Education and Training Foundation (ETF) 
to take forward most of the recommendations from the ‘Making Maths and English Work for All’ 
report that was published earlier this year. 

 
In essence, the report was very supportive of the Functional Skills qualifications, though called for 
the standards on which they are based to be updated and clarified. The Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS) has now confirmed details of what this reform programme will involve. 

 
Deta



ils are available from the ETF’s website, although in summary the programme involves:
 reviewing the range of maths and English skills and knowledge commonly required to 

 

support learners through life and work
 

 

developing revised national standards for adult numeracy and literacy
 

 

developing new versions of the adult numeracy and literacy core curricula
 

 

reviewing accessibility of the standards and curriculum
 developing training materials to support both initial teacher training and existing maths and 

 

English teachers
 working closely with Ofqual and awarding organisations to support the development of 

revised Functional Skills qualifications in Mathematics and English 
 
 The revised Functional Skills qualifications are expected to be available for first teaching from 
September 2018. 

 
To keep up to date with the reform programme, especially once details of the public and stakeholder 
consultations start to emerge, we’d strongly encourage you to sign up to receive the ETF’s 
newsletter via their website. 

 

 
 

Education Funding Agency relaxes penalties for not meeting 
16-18 condition of funding in 2014-15 
Relevant to: all non-GCSE maths and English qualifications (England only) 
Purpose: qualification developments/updates; public policy/strategy/funding 

 

The Education Funding Agency (EFA) has announced a number of concessions to the funding 
clawback arrangements for the maths and English ‘condition of where 16-18 year-old learners did 
not meet this requirement in 2014-15. 

 

 
As we’ve indicated in previous issues of All About…, most learners on 16-18 study programmes in 
England are now subject to a funding condition that requires them to study maths and English if 
they have yet to achieve A*-C grade GCSE in these subjects. Not meeting the condition of funding 
was meant to result in the institution losing all of that learner’s public funding entitlement (not just 
funding for maths and English), with the amount deducted from the institution’s funding allocation 
in the following but one year. 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
http://www.et-foundation.co.uk/news/foundation-welcomes-plans-to-reform-english-and-maths-functional-skills/
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 Instead, the EFA has confirmed that, for learners not meeting the condition of funding in 2014-15: 
 

 
1.   A 5% ‘tolerance’ will operate – eg there won’t be a funding reduction if less than 5% of the 

institution’s learners (by value) did not meet the condition of funding in 2014-15; also, the 
first 5% of ‘non-compliant’ learners won’t be counted when calculating any reductions. 

 
2.   Where reductions are applied (beyond the tolerance), this will only be at half the funding 

rate, rather than 100%. 
 

 
For a more detailed explanation of these arrangements, please see the EFA’s latest guidance on 
the condition of funding. 

 

 

Other changes to the condition of funding 
As we indicated in Issue 12, the Education Funding Agency has approved a number of our Entry 
level English/Mathematics Skills qualifications (3847) as so-called ‘stepping stones’ qualifications 
that can potentially be counted towards the condition of funding. 

 

 
The latest EFA guidance on the condition of funding includes a link to the current list of 
qualifications other than GCSE that can be counted towards the condition of funding. It’s important 
to bear in mind that not all of the qualifications within 3847 have been approved for this purpose, 
since the Department for Education (DfE) wanted any qualifications at/above Level 1 to involve 
external assessment, and did not want anything smaller than 45 guided learning hours (GLH) in size 
to be included. 

 

 
Is there any possibility of further qualifications being added? 

We have enquired whether the Principles of English/Mathematics suite (3844) suite could potentially 
be added to this list. For the moment, the answer from DfE seems to be a definite ‘no’, although we 
would be interested to hear from any centres looking to use these qualifications with 16-18 learners 
as a means of supporting their progress towards Functional Skills and/or GCSE. If you are, and would 
be willing to help make the case for these being included on the condition of funding list, please 
drop us a line to mathsandenglish@cityandguilds.com. 

 

 
However, we are currently working on some new qualifications within the 3847 suite that we 
have been assured will be reviewed sympathetically by DfE. If you’re familiar with 3847, you will be 
aware that there are currently three main categories of qualification: single-unit, themed Award and 
Certificate. The themed Awards currently only allow learners to focus on one area (eg Reading in the 
case of English Skills, Number in the case of Mathematics Skills); however, we will be adding a 
further set of ‘dual-theme’ Awards at Entry 1, 2 and 3 that will allow achievement of two areas 
to be recognised through a single qualification – eg Reading and Writing, or Number and Measure, 
Shape & Space. 

 

 
We’re expecting to launch these qualifications over the next couple of months, at which point we 
will ask DfE formally to add them to the list of qualifications counting towards the condition of 
funding. They will have an advantage over some of the existing themed Awards (especially for 
Mathematics Skills) in that they will all be more than 45 GLH in size. 

 

 
Look out for further information about the dual-theme Awards in the next issue. 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/16-to-19-funding-maths-and-english-condition-of-funding
mailto:mathsandenglish@cityandguilds.com
mailto:mathsandenglish@cityandguilds.com
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 New Essential Skills Wales qualifications accredited and 
available from 1 September 
Relevant to: Essential Skills Wales (3768 and 3868) (Wales only) 
Purpose: qualification developments/updates; public policy/strategy/funding; events; operational note 

 

We’re delighted to confirm that our new suite of Essential Skills Wales (ESW) qualifications have now 
each been accredited and officially became available for first teaching from 1 September 2015. 

 

 
The following resources are now available to support delivery, each available to download from our 
new Essential Skills Wales (3868) documents webpage: 



 

delivery and assessment guide
 

 

sample assessments
 transition checklist. 

 

 
 About the new Essential Skills Wales suite 

The changes to ESW are part of a broader programme of reform to the qualifications system in 
Wales, including the establishment of Qualifications Wales. The new Essential Skills Wales suite 
comprises: 



 

Essential Application of Number Skills (EAoNS)
 

 

Essential Communication Skills (ECommS)
 

 

Essential Digital Literacy Skills (EDLS)
 Essential Employability Skills (EES). 

 

 
City & Guilds is one of only four awarding bodies (NB: the Qualifications Wales Act reintroduced the 
term ‘awarding body’, rather than ‘awarding organisation’) accredited to offer the new Essential 
Skills suite - reflecting the Welsh Government's desire that these high-profile qualifications should 
be offered by a smaller number of organisations. 

 

 

More briefing events… 
We understand that the changes to ESW’s qualifications and assessments will have a significant 
impact on teaching and learning, and we’re here to help. 

 

 
We've confirmed dates for our next round of Essential Skills centre briefing events. These will 
be full-day sessions, covering all four essential skill areas, practitioner support and the context for 
change. 

Dates and locations are: 



 

Friday 6 November (Wrexham)
 

 

Thursday 12 November (Swansea)
 Friday 13 November (Cardiff). 

 

 
Again, these events are likely to prove extremely popular so early booking is advised. For more 
information, and to book your place, please visit our Events Calendar. 

 

 

Sample assessments and delivery guidance 
An initial set of sample controlled tasks and confirmatory tests, developed jointly by the four 
Essential Skills awarding bodies, is now available to download from our new Essential Skills Wales 
(3868) documents webpage (NB: click on the relevant level drop-down to access). 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
http://www.cvent.com/events/new-essential-skills-wales-/event-summary-47f37b0fd7114acd8d13b725d33f2a3d.aspx
http://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/skills-for-work-and-life/english-mathematics-and-ict-skills/3868-essential-skills-wales#tab%3Ddocuments
http://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/skills-for-work-and-life/english-mathematics-and-ict-skills/3868-essential-skills-wales#tab%3Ddocuments
http://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/skills-for-work-and-life/english-mathematics-and-ict-skills/3868-essential-skills-wales#tab%3Ddocuments
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Live assessments – timescales 
The first live controlled tasks will be available later this autumn, and the first opportunity to sit the 
live confirmatory tests will be in February 2016. 

 

 

Delivery guidance 
A comprehensive new delivery and implementation guide has been developed by to support the 
new Essential Skills suite. As well as providing a detailed rationale for the new qualifications, this 
document sets out precisely what needs to be taught and assessed at each level – so is required 
reading for anyone involved in teaching, assessing or quality assuring the new qualifications. 

 

 
The delivery and assessment guide was commissioned by the Welsh Government, and developed 
by ColegauCymru/CollegesWales, so is applicable to all types of provider – not just colleges. 

 

 
It’s currently still in draft form, although the draft document can be downloaded from our new 
Essential Skills Wales (3868) documents webpage (NB: click on centre documents). It’s due to 
be finalised over the next few weeks and ColegauCymru/CollegesWales colleagues would welcome 
any feedback in the meantime. If you’d like us to pass on any comments, please email them to 
mathsandenglish@cityandguilds.com. 

 

 

Existing Entry level qualifications migrating to 3868 
The existing Entry level ESW Communication and Application of Number qualifications will be 
continuing alongside the revised Essential Skills suite, although in future will be accessed using the 
new product code for Essential Skills Wales – 3868. 

 

 
To facilitate this, we’ve migrated the existing Entry level Communication and Application of Number 
assessments over to our new Essential Skills Wales (3868) documents webpage (again, please 
click on relevant level drop-down to access). Unlike the new Essential Skills suite, these 
qualifications will retain their original Qualification Numbers (QNs) and titling (eg ‘Entry level 
Essential Skills Wales in Communication (Entry 1)’) – though we’ve rebuilt them on our systems 
under 3868. 

 

 
It’s still currently possible to access these qualifications via 3768, although that will end on 31 
December 2015 (for registration) and 31 December 2016 (for certification) – in line with the 
withdrawal dates for the rest of the old ESW qualifications. 

 

 

How much are the new ESW qualifications? 
Although we’ve had to alter some of our pricing points to take account of the changed assessment 
arrangements within the new Essential Skills Wales suite, in essence we’ve based our fee structure 
on the old ‘pay as you go’ route that existed within the previous (3768) suite. 

 

 
The ‘headline’ fee of £9.00 per qualification remains, assuming candidates are successful at the first 
attempt in the confirmatory test (where applicable), and that they opt to take the test onscreen 
rather than on paper. We’re also continuing to make all levels accessible single point of registration 
– allowing easy progression through the levels, although there will now always be separate points 
of registration for each essential skill – so the quality of each can be monitored more effectively. 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
mailto:mathsandenglish@cityandguilds.com
http://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/skills-for-work-and-life/english-mathematics-and-ict-skills/3868-essential-skills-wales#tab%3Ddocuments
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 Fees for the new ESW qualifications are as follows: 
 

 
Essential Communication Skills (3868-01) 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 
Essential Application of Number Skills (3868-02) 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 
Essential Digital Literacy Skills (3868-03) 

 

   

   

   

 

 
Essential Employability Skills (3868-04) 

 

   

   

   

 
 
 
 Approval arrangements for new ESW qualifications 

We’re offering fast-track approval to all existing/active City & Guilds Essential Skills Wales (3768) 
centres wishing to offer the new qualifications. A fast track from is available from our new Essential 
Skills Wales (3868) documents webpage. 

 

 
If you currently deliver Essential Skills Wales with another awarding body (especially one that isn’t 
offering the new qualifications), please contact your City & Guilds Business Manager or email our 
Wales office at T3Quality@cityandguilds.com to discuss how you can get set up to run the new 
qualifications with us. 

 

 

When are the old qualifications closing? 
The existing Essential Skills Wales and wider Key Skills qualifications (3768 and 3638-21) will be 
closing to new registrations on 31 December 2015, with last certification on 31 December 2016. 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
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Essential Skills Wales confirmatory tests: we’re looking for 
writers 
Relevant to: any maths/numeracy and English/literacy practitioners (not just in Wales) 
Purpose: developments/updates; general information 

 

All assessment materials for the new Essential Skills Wales qualifications are being developed jointly 
by the four accredited awarding bodies: Agored Cymru, City & Guilds, Pearson and WJEC. 

 

 
The new qualifications in Essential Communication Skills and Essential Application of Number Skills 
each have a two-part assessment: controlled task and confirmatory test. WJEC is co-ordinating 
production of the confirmatory tests on behalf of all four awarding bodies, and is seeking to appoint 
a number of question paper setters to support the development of these multiple choice tests. 

 

 

The opportunity 
Work to develop an initial bank of confirmatory tests is already underway and will be completed by 
May 2016. During this time, WJEC is seeking to appoint a team of question paper setters who will 
each be responsible for the creation of a specified number of test papers. 

 

 
Question paper setters are required for each of the following: 



 

Essential Application of Number Skills
 
– levels 1, 2 and 3 

Essential Communication Skills – levels 1, 2 and 3 (English medium) 
 Sgiliau Cyfathrebu Hanfodol – lefelau 1, 2 a 3 (cyfrwng Cymraeg) 

 

 
It is recognised consultants may have particular areas/levels of expertise and availability relating to 
the required activity. As a consequence, expressions of interest are invited from those able to cover 
both individual levels and whole qualification areas. 

 

 

Next steps 
For further information and to apply, please visit the WJEC website: www.wjec.co.uk/appointees. 

 
 
 

DEL refreshes Essential Skills Northern Ireland strategy: new 
qualifications and assessments from September 2016 
Relevant to: Essential Skills (NI) (3800) (Northern Ireland only) 
Purpose: qualification developments/updates; public policy/strategy/funding; operational note 

 

The Department for Employment and Learning (DEL) is refreshing the Essential Skills strategy that 
underpins the Essential Skills Northern Ireland qualifications. 

 

 
Whilst the Essential Skills strategy has undoubtedly delivered many positive results since it was 
originally published in 2002, improving numeracy and literacy levels amongst adults and young 
people remains a key priority for the Northern Ireland Executive. The OECD’s recent PIAAC survey in 
particular suggests a need to make further progress, especially with numeracy. 

 

 
Alongside the DEL review of Essential Skills, the Department of Education (DE) is also reviewing the 
Mathematics and English GCSE specifications, as well as the wider maths and English 
qualification/curriculum offer available to pre-16 learners in Northern Ireland. It is pleasing to see 
what appears to be a closer alignment of approach between the two departments, and a renewed 
focus on developing learners’ applied numeracy, literacy and problem solving capabilities within 
pre-16 provision. 
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 Current Essential Skills NI qualifications extended until 31 August 2016 
Following recent confirmation from CCEA Regulation, we have been able to extend all of the 
existing Essential Skills (3800) qualifications for a further 12 months. 

 

 
Last registration/certification dates are now as follows: 

 
 

City & Guilds Qualification Qualification Last Last 
 

 
600/7131/X Entry Level Certificate in 

 

 
3800-40 

600/7136/9 Level 1 Certificate in Essential 
 

 
600/7133/3 Level 2 Certificate in Essential 

31 August 
2016 

31 August 
2017 

 

 
 

 
 
 

3800-50 

600/7132/1 Entry Level Certificate in 
Essential Skills Adult 

 

 
600/7134/5 Level 1 Certificate in Essential 

 
 
 
31 August 
2016 

 
 
 
31 August 
2017 

 

 600/7137/0 Level 2 Certificate in Essential 
 

 
 

 
 

3800-60 

500/5322/X Level 1 Certificate in Essential 
Skills Information and 

     31 August 

 
 
31 August 

500/5201/9 Level 2 Certificate in Essential 
Skills Information and 

2016 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
What’s likely to happen after that? 
DEL is due to complete its review of the Essential Skills curricula and standards for both numeracy 
and literacy later this autumn. From our conversations with Department officials and the CCEA 
Regulation team, we know the revised qualifications at Level 1 and Level 2 are going to involve a 
much more focused assessment model – with a one-off ‘end’ assessment activity rather than 
any ongoing portfolio-building. The revised assessments are likely to remain task-based in 
character, although in all cases they will be presented unseen and will almost certainly be externally 
marked. 

 

 
Any change to the assessment model will affect all awarding organisations’ Essential Skills NI 
qualifications. Implementation of the revised qualifications is due to be from 1 September 2016. 

 

 
Supporting you through the changes ahead 

Once details about the new assessment arrangements become clearer, we will be developing a 
comprehensive implementation plan for the revised Essential Skills NI qualifications. We fully 
recognise that a change of this magnitude will require lots of pre-planning and substantial changes 
to most centres’ patterns of Essential Skills delivery. 

 

 
City & Guilds has many years’ experience of offering applied numeracy and literacy qualifications 
across all parts of the UK, Ireland and beyond, and we’re uniquely placed to support centres 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH


CITYANDGUILDS.COM/MATHSANDENGLISH #CGMathsEnglish 

12 ALL ABOUT... - ISSUE 13 - AUGUST-SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2015 

 

 

A d



esktop task must be:
 

 

administered after assessment of the portfolio at a time chosen by the tutor
 

 

taken by candidates in their usual learning environment
 

 

treated as confidential material by centres
 

 

taken unseen by learners
 

 

completed unaided
 taken by candidates only once. 

  

Level 1 – 75 minutes 

(including 15 minutes’ reading time) 

Level 1 – 75 minutes 

(including 15 minutes’ reading time) 

Level 2 – 90 minutes 

(including 15 minutes’ reading time) 

Level 2 – 90 minutes 

(including 15 minutes’ reading time) 

  

 

 through this period of change. We have worked closely with successive governments, devolved 
administrations and regulators to deliver a range of different qualification/assessment models at 
different times and within varying political contexts. The current range of models we operate across 
England, Scotland and Wales involve both internal and external assessment, and varying 
combinations of the two. 

 

 
We are also able to draw on our recent experience of helping centres in England through the 
transition from Key Skills to Functional Skills (where a portfolio-based approach was replaced by 
externally-marked end assessments), as well as our current involvement in refreshing Essential Skills 
in Wales (see above). 

 

 

Maintaining confidence in the current Essential Skills qualifications: 
forthcoming Regulator monitoring activity 
Whilst the current DEL review should lead to a strengthened and more focused suite of Essential 
Skills NI qualifications, in the meantime both DEL and CCEA Regulation are looking for further 
assurances about the continued rigour of the current Essential Skills qualifications at 
levels 1 and 2. 

 

 
CCEA Regulation carried out a monitoring activity a couple of years ago, which resulted in an 
established pattern of joint standardisation activity between the Essential Skills awarding 
organisations. They now plan to follow this up with a further monitoring exercise over the next few 
months that will focus on administration of the desktop tasks (DTTs) within centres. 

 

 
As part of this activity, the Regulation team anticipate speaking to those responsible for the storage 
and administration of DTTs within a number of centres. In advance of them doing so, it might be 
helpful if we briefly reiterate the requirements: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There different d t . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More detailed information about all of the assessment conduct and administration requirements for 
the Essential Skills NI qualifications can be found in the qualification handbook (available from the 
3800 qualification documents webpage). 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
http://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/skills-for-work-and-life/english-mathematics-and-ict-skills/3800-essential-skills-northern-ireland#tab%3Ddocuments


CITYANDGUILDS.COM/MATHSANDENGLISH #CGMathsEnglish 

ALL ABOUT... - ISSUE 13 - AUGUST-SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2015 13 

 

 

 Using up your existing desktop tasks 
With the current assessment arrangements for Communication and Application of Number at levels 
1 and 2 expected to change from September 2016, the 2015-16 academic year is almost certainly 
the last in which the current bank of desktop tasks remain in use. 

 

 
Whilst it was previously possible to order printed copies of the desktop tasks, all of these 
documents are now available to download from the Essential Skills (3800) qualifications 
documents webpage. Nevertheless, we are aware that many centres still have a substantial 
number of unused printed copies of the desktop tasks – and that there has been some confusion 
about whether these can still be used. 

 

 
The simple answer is they can be used – and we would strongly encourage this, since these 
documents cost a considerable amount of money to produce and were never intended to be 
stockpiled. Nevertheless, since these are live assessment materials, they do need to be stored 
securely – so please round up any unused packs that might be lingering in cupboards or filing 
cabinets, and make sure they’re not used for anything other than their intended purpose! 

 

 
When the desktop tasks were migrated to the website a couple of years ago, we introduced a new 
declaration page for candidates, assessors and internal quality assurers (IQAs) to complete. To help 
encourage use of old stocks, we’ve now added this page to the Essential Skills (3800) 
qualifications documents webpage as a separate MS Word document. 

 
 
 

Whatever happened to the Core Curriculum? 
Relevant to: any maths and English learning (principally within England and Northern Ireland) 
Purpose: teaching and learning support updates 

 

All of our maths and English qualifications are (at least partly) underpinned by the Adult Numeracy 
Core Curriculum and Adult Literacy Core Curriculum. These two documents (along with the Adult 
ESOL Core Curriculum for second-language speakers of English) set out in detail the range of skills 
expected to be taught and learned at each level. They were designed as an entitlement for learners, 
as well as a guarantor of quality and consistency. 

 

 
As the late Claus Moser put it: 

 

“One of the crucial elements of the proposed strategy must be clarity about the skills, knowledge 
and understanding that anyone needs to be literate and numerate in the modern world. These 
skills need to be enshrined in a new curriculum, with well developed and understood standards.” 

 

Chapter 10, A Fresh Start (the report that led to the Skills for Life strategy in England) 
February 1999 

 
 
 With the onset of Functional Skills, and the Lingfield reforms watering down the expectation that 

teachers of maths and English should seek to become subject specialists, we are very aware that 
not all practitioners are familiar with the Core Curriculum documents. We have therefore posted 
copies of the relevant core curricula on the qualification document webpages for each of the 
following: 



 

Functional Skills (3748)
 

 

Essential Skills NI (3800)
 

 

Principles of Using Mathematics/English (3844)
 

 

Mathematics/English Skills (3847)
 ESOL Skills for Life (4692). 
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 As we explained above, the Education and Training is planning to review the core curricula and 
standards used in England as part of the forthcoming Functional Skills review. The impending 
changes to Essential Skills in Northern Ireland will also involve the introduction of updated curricula 
for numeracy and literacy; meanwhile, the new delivery guidance developed for Essential Skills Wales 
by ColegauCymru/CollegesWales effectively provides much of the detailed content that might 
previously have been found in the core curricula. 

 

 
The core curriculum documents as we currently know them are therefore likely to be phased out 
over the next couple of years – although for the time being they’re certainly a must-have for 
practitioners working in England and Northern Ireland. 

 
 
 

New homes for maths and English on the Excellence Gateway 
Relevant to: any maths and English learning (principally within England) 
Purpose: teaching and learning support updates 

 

Meanwhile, the Education and Training Foundation (ETF) is now responsible for maintaining the 
Excellence Gateway, and has recently added two new ‘exhibition’ sites for maths and English. 

 

 
Each one brings together some of the most effective resources for practitioners and managers, 
along with relevant case studies and research. They also includes links to the Enhancement 
Programmes for maths and English, and to their regional specialist networks. 

 

 
The exhibition sites can be accessed from: 



 

http://maths.excellencegateway.org.uk/
 http://english.excellencegateway.org.uk/ 

 
 
 
 City & Guilds leads research project to explore numeracy and 
literacy in the workplace 
Relevant to: any mathematics/numeracy or English/literacy learning 
Purpose: teaching and learning support updates; general information 

 

City & Guilds is undertaking a UK-wide research project examining learning in the workplace from 
the perspectives of both employers and their employees (aged 16-25). 

 

 
We want to find out how important the workplace context is in developing young people’s 
numeracy and literacy skills and thus their ability to do their job and progress at work. 

 

 
TO access the questionnaires, please visit: 



 

http://goo.gl/R8n4dG (for employers)
 http://goo.gl/86VZES (for employees - includes a prize draw). 

 

 
Please help us by filling in a survey (by 30 October) and letting others know about it too! 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
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 ESOL Skills for Life: seven live assignment titles now available 
at each level 
Relevant to: ESOL Skills for Life (4692) (England, Northern Ireland and Wales) 
Purpose: qualification developments/updates; operational note 

 

As we indicated in Issue 12, we’ve been working on a number of additional assessment topics for 
ESOL Skills for Life. These have recently been added to the 4692 qualifications webpage, and 
there is now a choice of seven live assignment titles available at each level. 

 

 
The assignment titles cover a range of topics, and it is expected that centres will select the title(s) 
most likely to engage their learners’ interest. Nevertheless, it’s important to appreciate that 
learners must not under any circumstances be coached on the specific topic before the 
assessment takes place, and any live material must be stored securely at all times and presented to 
candidates unseen. 

 

 
 Current range of asses ent titles:  

candidate’s paper and assessment pack for 
 
 
 

     Entry 1 Reading / Writing / Speaking and Listening 
     Entry 2 Reading / Writing / Speaking and Listening 

Entry 3 Reading / Writing / Speaking and Listening 

Level 1 Writing / Speaking and Listening 

Level 2 Writing / Speaking and Listening 
 
 
 
 
 The live Level 1-2 Reading tests are also derived from the same range of topics, although because 

these are externally set/marked assessments candidates will not know in advance which topic they 
are going to get. 

 
 

Each comprises candidate’s paper and assessment pack for 
 

Health and Safety 
 

 
Me and My Community 

Entry 1 Reading / Writing / Speaking and Listening 
Entry 2 Reading / Writing / Speaking and Listening 

Entry 3 Reading / Writing / Speaking and Listening 

Level 1 Writing / Speaking and Listening 

 
 
 

Sample Level 1-2 Reading tests – in both PDF and Flash (to replicate e-volve), are also available, 
based on both of these topics. 

 

 

Remember (remember…): changes to Home Office ‘knowledge of language 
and life’ requirement apply from 5 November 
You may recall (from Issue 11) that the Home Office is changing the language part of the 
Knowledge of Language and Life (KoLL) requirements for permanent Settlement (Indefinite 
Leave to Remain) and Naturalisation (Citizenship) from November 2015. Once these changes are in 
place, it will no longer be possible to use ESOL Skills for Life qualifications to support Citizenship or 
ILR applications. 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
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 The National Institute of Adult Continuing Education (NIACE), with the National Association of 
Teaching English and Community Languages to Adults (NATECLA), has put together a policy briefing 
summarising these changes. As well as signposting further information, it also identifies implications 
for ESOL providers. The document is available to download from NATECLA’s website. 

 
 
 

Level 3 Core Maths – now (officially) available 
Relevant to: Level 3 Certificate in Using and Applying Mathematics (3849) (England only) 

Purpose: qualification developments/updates; public policy/strategy/funding; 
 

Finally a reminder that City & Guilds’ new Level 3 Core Maths qualification is now available for 
teaching, with the first assessment opportunity in May 2016. 

 

 
As we’ve explained in previous issues of All About…, Level 3 Core Maths is a new category of 
qualification for learners in England who have achieved GCSE Mathematics at grade C or above. It’s 
designed to help learners develop the confidence to use and apply mathematics critically to solve 
problems, as well as to make sense of complex situations. 

 

 
The qualification’s formal title is the Level 3 Certificate in Using and Applying Mathematics – 
‘Level 3 Core Maths’ is how the Department for Education (DfE) categorises it for performance 

measures, as well as the basis for UCAS applying tariff points to it for entrance to Higher Education. 

For more information about the range of support available from City & Guilds for Level 3 Core 
Maths, please visit www.cityandguilds.com/coremaths, or you can go straight to the 3849 
qualification documents webpage. 

 
 
 
 

Tell us what you think 
All About… is published monthly and brings together all of the key developments from City & Guilds relating 
to maths/numeracy/number, English/literacy/language/communication and ICT/digital skills learning and 
qualifications. You’ll find information about all of the ‘maths and English’ qualifications that we offer across 
England, Northern Ireland and Wales – including Functional Skills and Essential Skills. 

 

 
All About… also includes updates on teaching and learning resources, as well as relevant public policy or 
other information we think you might be interested in. We’ve tried to categorise each article by indicating any 
specific City & Guilds qualification(s) it relates to, and/or if it applies only to England, Northern Ireland or 
Wales. Each edition is numbered, so we can refer back to previous issues or tell you when information has 
been superseded. 

 

 
If there’s anything else you’d particularly like us to cover or explain more fully in future issues of All About…, 
please feel free to drop us a line to mathsandenglish@cityandguilds.com or tweet using the hashtag 
#CGMathsEnglish. 

 

 
For more information about City & Guilds’ entire range of ‘maths and English’ products and services, 
please visit www.cityandguilds.com/mathsandenglish. 

 

 
To sign up to receive All About… please visit www.cityandguilds.com/mypreferences. 

Be sure to select ‘Skills for Work and Life’ as one of your Industry Preferences, and ‘Maths and 
English’ as one of your Areas of Interest. 

 
 

Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in this publication is true and correct at time of going to press. 
However, City & Guilds products and services are subject to continuous development and improvement and the right is reserved to 
change Products and services from time to time. City & Guilds cannot accept liability for loss or damage arising from the use of 
information in this publication. City & Guilds is a registered charity established to promote education and training. 

http://www.cityandguilds.com/MATHSANDENGLISH
http://natecla.org.uk/news/812/English-language-and-citizenship
http://natecla.org.uk/news/812/English-language-and-citizenship
http://www.cityandguilds.com/coremaths
http://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/skills-for-work-and-life/english-mathematics-and-ict-skills/3849-using-and-applying-mathematics#tab%3Ddocuments
http://www.cityandguilds.com/qualifications-and-apprenticeships/skills-for-work-and-life/english-mathematics-and-ict-skills/3849-using-and-applying-mathematics#tab%3Ddocuments
mailto:mathsandenglish@cityandguilds.com
http://www.cityandguilds.com/mathsandenglish
http://www.cityandguilds.com/mypreferences

